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FMCS MEDIATES SILVER STATE TRANSPORTATION AND ATU FIRST CONTRACT

IMPACT, ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, & CONSTITUENT BENEFITS

FMCS was contacted by the parties for mediation in 
January 2025 after a failed ratification vote and the 
union received authorization for a work stoppage. 
FMCS remained in contact with the parties who 
worked to reconcile outstanding issues centered on 
wages and open articles.

FMCS assigned a local mediator who met with the 
parties and assisted them in resetting the tone and 
agreeing to a cooling off period to constructively 
analyze  supposals  and  vet  their  options  with 
stakeholders. There were four mediated sessions 
held between January 23 and February 21, with the 
final session resulting in the ratification of a new two-
year contract on March 5, 2025.

The ratified agreement not only prevented a work 
stoppage by Silver State employees but also likely 
averted a solidarity strike by RTC bus drivers, who 
belong to a separate union. This resolution ensured 
uninterrupted public transit service in Las Vegas, 
safeguarding 39 fixed routes, 404 buses, and the daily 
commutes of approximately 174,000 riders.

FMCS’s successful mediation of this case positively 
impacts more than 2.2 million1 Las Vegas metro area 
residents across Clark County in Nevada’s 1st 
Congressional District and will:

➢ Benefit residents who in 2024 represented a reported 
bus ridership of more than 52 million passenger trips2 

by allowing them to retain access to reliable bus 
services, which is critical for commuting, job access, 
and other daily activities.

➢ Support RTC’s regional planning efforts to improve 
economic vitality and invest in complete communities, 
as well as maintain and improve the transportation
system infrastructure.

➢ Alleviate  transportation  challenges  and  maintain 
availability of safe, clean transportation to seniors and  
riders  using  a  wheelchair  or  similar  mobility device, 
including 277,374 passenger trips3 in FY 2024.

“Nice job, Xavier Merizalde and FMCS. We 

appreciate your leadership and expertise on 
this matter.”

- Amalgamated  Transit  Union Local 1637 
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The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS)
successfully assisted in the resolution of a first labor
contract between Silver State Transportation and the
Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) Local 1637,
representing 100 janitorial service providers contracted
with the Regional Transportation Commission of
Southern Nevada (RTC) in Las Vegas, Nevada. The
parties ratified the agreement on March 5, 2025,
successfully concluding negotiations and avoiding a
potential work stoppage affecting transportation in the
Las Vegas metro area.
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