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STRIKE AVERTED AT CENTURY ALUMINUM WITH FMCS MEDIATION

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS)
recently was a successful partner in averting a work stoppage
at Century Aluminum Sebree (Century Aluminum). Stalled
contract negotiations between Century Aluminum and United
Steelworkers District 8 (USW) resulted in lengthy negotiations
lasting several weeks between October and November 2023.
After the union rejected the last, best, and final offer, FMCS
successfully intervened, preventing a potential strike. This
intervention held particular significance as Century Aluminum
stands as the last fully operational aluminum smelter in the
United States, and the USW bargaining unit represents 500
workers. A new, five-year bargaining agreement was ratified
Nov. 8, 2023 extending through Oct. 28, 2028.
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IMPACT, ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, & CONSTITUENT BENEFITS 

On October 16 the parties engaged FMCS for
mediation in their sensitive negotiations. Given the
substantial bargaining committees on both sides, the
federal mediator facilitated separate discussions
before jointly navigating through shared issues. After
management's final offer on October 24 was rejected,
FMCS convinced the parties to sign a short extension
opposed to a strike.

FMCS met with the parties four times between
October 16 and November 3. After signing the
extension and resuming talks, a tentative agreement
was reached on Nov. 3and accepted by union vote on
November 8.

The new agreement swiftly averted a strike,
potentially saving the company millions. Depending
on the number of lines running off an aluminum
smelter, it can cost millions of dollars to stop and
restart the equipment. In this case, it would have cost
approximately $27 million just to restart the smelter.
The broader impact would extend to the local
economy, warding off an almost certain plant closure
and saving hundreds of workers from unemployment.

This successful mediation positively impacts more than
1.4 million residents across Kentucky’s 1st and 2nd
Congressional Districts and will:

 Help to support continuity of operations in critical
sector for the state. With a production capacity of
approximately 220,000 metric tonnes per year, Century
Aluminum is one of the largest manufacturers in the
tri-state region2;

 Preserve economic development in the communities of
Sebree, Hawesville, and surrounding Henderson
County where a number of residents are employed in
manufacturing; and

 Foster stability and reinvigorate economic channels in
the region by providing nearly 500 directly-affected
employees and skilled-laborers with jobs.

Sources:  1 U.S. Census Bureau  Population and Housing State Data;  2 centuryaluminum.com
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https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-population-and-housing-state-data.html
https://centuryaluminum.com/products-and-plants/sebree-ky/default.aspx
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