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STRIKES END AT NEVADA NATIONAL SECURITY SITE WITH FMCS MEDIATION

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) recently
was a successful partner in resolving two work stoppages at the
Nevada National Security Site (NNSS). A stalled labor dispute
between Mission Support and Test Services and International
Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT) Local 631 resulted in a two-day
strike, followed a week later by a two-week strike by United
Association of Journeymen & Apprentices of the Plumbing & Pipe
Fitting Industry of the United States & Canada (UA) Local 525.
While the bargaining units of both unions were relatively small,
the impact of the labor action and the activities supported within
NNSS was critical. New agreements were reached returning Local
631 to work on October 27 and Local 525 on November 16.
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IMPACT, ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, & CONSTITUENT BENEFITS 

Teamsters Local 631 sought FMCS assistance on
October 27 during a two-day strike against Mission
Support and Test Services, which oversees NNSS
operations. A week later, UA 525 negotiations stalled,
leading to a second work stoppage at the critical
development and testing site. A total of 23 unions,
including paramedics/firefighters, laborers, and
wiremen, supported the action in solidarity, amplifying
on-site operations challenges. External pressures from
the Department of Energy, Department of Defense, U.S.
Air Force, and the National Nuclear Security
Administration, along with recent Davis Bacon rate
adjustments, heightened complexity. Meanwhile, three
additional contracts remained unresolved post-talks.

FMCS formally joined negotiations with IBT 631 on Oct.
27, and with UA 525 Nov. 3. With mediator assistance,
IBT resolved matters after a two-day action, and UA 525
negotiations resulted in an 11-day action, with FMCS
mediating across four meetings to reach a tentative
agreement and end the work stoppage.

The new agreements swiftly ended the strikes, allowing
IBT 631, UA 525, and 22 other affected groups to resume
work, mitigating significant economic repercussions.
Beyond the affects to the local community, the broader
impact extended to on-site activities, with research
projects and multi-agency planned activities coming to a
halt. With over 700 directly affected employees, the
overall cost is estimated to be in the millions.

This successful mediation positively impacts more than 2.4
million residents across Nevada’s 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
Congressional Districts and will:

 Help to support restoration of mission critical work at an
essential nuclear testing location where NNSS supports
stewardship of the nation’s nuclear deterrent and works with
partners on important national security activities2;

 Restore economic vitality to the communities of Mercury and
Indian Springs, both heavily dependent on the workforce of
NNSS. These areas experienced an absence of customers
making resolution of the strikes essential to alleviate a
downturn in local commerce;

 Offer relief to transportation companies responsible for
shuttling employees to NNSS from Las Vegas and to support
suppliers of fuel, food, and deliveries, that were adversely
affected during the recent challenges; and

 Foster stability and reinvigorate economic channels in the
region by providing 700 directly-affected employees and
skilled-laborers who live and work in the local community
with jobs and livable wages.

“During the mediated bargaining sessions, the parties addressed 
substantial and complex issues while navigating pressures from 
external stakeholders. The parties worked extremely hard, and I 
am pleased they were able to reach an agreement on a contract 
that not only was acceptable to both sides but also safeguards the 
core mission of national security at NNSTS through the collective 
bargaining process.” Xavier Merizalde – FMCS Mediator, Las Vegas

Sources:  1 U.S. Census Bureau  Population and Housing State Data;  2 NNSS.gov
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