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FMCS MEDIATES BENEFICIAL GULF COAST RAIL AGREEMENT

The Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) and
mediators from the Surface Transportation Board (STB)
assisted Amtrak, CSX Transportation, Norfolk Southern and
the Port of Mobile (AL) in reaching their November 22, 2022
agreement, ending more than six years of challenging
negotiations. The agreement brings the Gulf Coast one step
closer to the restoration and expansion of passenger rail
service between New Orleans and Mobile almost two
decades after Hurricane Katrina caused a major disruption
to the region’s rail infrastructure.

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

FMCS and STB were appointed to mediate the case and
helped lead the parties to a resolution just eight days
prior to a scheduled final November 30 hearing before
the STB.

FMCS and STB held 46 mediation sessions for more than
150 total hours, ending six years of stalled negotiations.

Enables restoration of passenger service to Gulf Coast
cities after more than years.

Projected economic impact from tourism spending*

Alabama up to $220 million
Louisiana up to $365 million
Mississippi up to $486 million
Total up to $1 billion

*Over a projected four-year period
Source: University of Southern Mississippi 2018 Gulf Coast Passenger Rail Restoration Study

“t's really an incredible feeling to reach an
agreement, and especially one with such a
considerable public benefit and impact

on the economy. » Dave Moora, FMCS Mediator

FMCS December 2022
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ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES &
CONSTITUENT BENEFITS

Restored passenger rail service to Congressional Districts LA-02,
MS-04, and AL-01 would:

Provide a low-emissions travel alternative to the more than 2.3
million residents in the Golf Coast cities between New Orleans
and Mobile that will reduce traffic congestion and greenhouse
gas emission, and improve air quality in the climate impacted
Gulf Coast region

Increase efficiency of freight rail service along the Gulf Coast,
providing economic opportunity and supporting resilient
supply chains

Boost the Gulf Coast economy by connecting the growing
population centers and tourist destinations, and support
diverse jobs, health care, higher education, beaches, casinos,
and multiple military bases

Provide a critical evacuation route for Gulf Coast cities

Support the region’s growing tourism industry by providing an
alternate mode of transportation to 20+ million visitors
annually, including 700,000 international visitors

Serve the workforce of growing industries such as oil and gas,
petrochemical, aerospace, shipping, and the military

Attract additional sales tax revenue from casino patrons,
visitors, and tourists

Serve impoverished communities that lack access to
transportation alternatives

Source: Southern Rail C jon Gulf Coast Ec jc Impact Report
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